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THE OBJECT of ROTARY:

To encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:-

First.
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service.

Second.
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society.
Third.
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business and community life.

Fourth.
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

THE FOUR WAY TEST

1) Is it the truth?

2) Is it fair to all concerned?

3) Will it build goodwill and better relationships?

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

EDITOR’s COMMENTS
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The Incoming and the Outgoing- Smiles all round
David-Sadness & Russell- Apprehension
PRESIDENT’s LETTER
Fellow Rotarians
Well, it has been an eventful two weeks since the Handover.

The evening itself went very well and it was very pleasing to see how many attended. Despite my nerves I enjoyed my first meeting in the Chair on 4th July when we welcomed our GSE team member Clair, who gave us a behind the scenes talk of the trip to the Caribbean. It re-inforced our thoughts that the GSE is a very worthwhile project.
On 8th July our Club held the Rotary Young Photograph Competition Finals at the Quality Hotel. The entries were excellent, very impressive and showed what a wealth of talent we have in local schools. On 10th July Charles Freeman and I travelled to Bromsgrove to support our entrant, Karl Sutherland, in the Rotary Young Innovator Competition. Karl gave an excellent presentation and had a superb model, so it was very disappointing that he was not in the top three places.

After the meeting on 11th July we had a very interesting speaker on “Crimestoppers”. He certainly answered quite a few misapprehensions that we had about this charity.

On 12th July I attended the Zone meeting along with Secretary David W. The Bonfire & Fireworks event was discussed and another club joined in the event.

In between times, I have moved house, moved in with my mother-in-law and had various workmen permanently ensconced in our new home. They have in turn, flooded the bathroom, which caused the burglar alarm to go off, which was unfortunate because it had just been fitted and we didn’t know the code! They also cut the kitchen worktop in the wrong place, which gave Sue the vapours and we had to source another worktop.

So after this baptism of fire- it can only get better- can’t it?

Yours in Rotary

 President Russell.

ooOoo

PRESIDENT OF THE INNER WHEEL CLUB’s LETTER
Our handover meeting on the 5th July was a most enjoyable day. Retiring President Val handed over to me the chain of office and I felt proud and honoured to receive it. It was a pleasure to present Val with an Inner Wheel brooch from the club to show our appreciation and thanks for everything during her year of office.

Our ladies are so supportive and I look forward to my year as their President and also to working alongside President Russell in any joint events we hold and giving my support to Rotary in every way.

I am sure we shall have a happy and successful year with fellowship and friendship.

Best Wishes

Cynthia Owen

ooOoo
And now:  The Final Ramblings of a President who is past it!

Well, there it was gone!

After 12 months of being up to the neck in it.

Is it safe to come out now?

What a year, as I said I really enjoyed my ‘rest’ before getting back into the Secretary’s chair to get some work done. Geoff you will be glad that this is my last Presidential report, that you have to avoid. However there were a few other things that went on since my report in May that deserve a mention.

On Friday 6th May we hosted the Group Study Exchange (GSE) team fresh from their ‘sojourn’ in the Caribbean. The team obviously enjoyed the trip and found their experiences “life changing”. The itineraries appear to have been as diverse as the islands that they had visited and they took the 100 guests at our event on a tour of the sights they had seen the places they had visited the Rotary hosts’ homes that they had stayed in and the food and vocational activities that they had experienced. When asked if they had enjoyed the GSE trip and if they would recommend it to others the superlatives used to describe their feelings about the jaunt were too numerous to list. Suffice it say that the team could not praise the experience highly enough and they had been excellent Ambassadors for Rotary District 1210. We were very fortunate and thankful that Rotarian Tim Hughes of Blythe Bridge Club thought to ask if we would like to sponsor Clair and Vicky who did a great job on behalf of our Club.

Early the next morning 10 of us were out on the road to attend the District Assembly in Wolverhampton, well what else are weekends for? This is the largest contingent from the Club to attend this prelude to the new Rotary year for a long time. Some good ideas were brought back which I’m sure will form part of President Russell’s year’s events. I’m sure that the new President of Rotary International, Kalyan Banerjee’s theme of ‘Reach Within to Embrace Humanity’ will be at forefront of all that we do in Rotary.

Monday 9th was quite a different meeting when we met at the hotel for a meal and then all went down to the Lord Mayor’s Parlour as guests of then Lord Mayor Denver Tolley who along with the Lady Mayoress, Lynne Tolley looked after us royally, explaining beautifully about the City and its history. We had a couple of guests from America that night, friends of Pam and David Spall, Sally and Peter Hansen, who really soaked up the history.

Chathurika ‘Anne’ brought some of her friends from Staffordshire University, Kiel, Neeta and Bianca were given a preview of the City’s silverware and other historical regaila by the Lord Mayor before the rest of us arrived.

Friday 13th saw a Council of War (well a planning session anyway) with Anne, Roger and I putting a strategy together prior to our visit to Staffordshire University to talk about the possibility of setting up a Rotaract Club (18 to 30 year olds) there.

On the morning of Monday 16th Chairman of Community & Vocational Service Committee, Bill Morgan and I went along to the Northwood Daycare Centre to present a cheque which they will be using to improve their sound system for the 250 guests that they look after each week. The staff there do a terrific job and the facilities at the centre are second to none.

From there I went straight over to E. L. Norman, Photographers to join Chairman of Youth Opportunities, Roger Whittaker, President Elect Russell, and Club Associate Charles Freeman and Roger and Edwin Norman to select the winners of the Young Photographer competition. What a job! The entries were superb from the 5 primary schools and the 6th Form College alike and the breadth of subject matter was phenomenal from an extreme close up of a flower to a half submerged canal boat, from a church reflected in a puddle to a boys’ face superimposed on an angel tombstone – wow! After 2 hours we had chosen what we considered to be the winners but I have to say that this comment does an injustice to the rest of the entries which had to be seen to be believed especially when you consider that the majority of entries were from under 11 year olds.

The evening of the 16th I went AWOL and left the Club to discuss the next Rotary years’ diary as I went off the MOD Stafford to attend a meeting of Air Training Corps Squadron Chairmen to learn some tips of what to do in my new position as Chairman of the Civilian Committee of 238 (Hartshill) Squadron. I’m not sure who was helping who by the end of the meeting, but I did pick up some ideas that may prove useful at this very successful youth group.

On Saturday 21st I wore both hats at the same time when I represented the Club and the Squadron at the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery when 238 Squadron handed over a cheque for £2,000, towards the much needed restoration of RW188, the Spitfire housed there, to the Lord Mayor in the presence of Julian Mitchell, the Great Nephew of Reginald Mitchell, who will recall was the designer of that wonderful machine. The funds had been raised at the 70th Anniversary of the foundation of the ATC at the Dinner Dance held at Port Vale Banqueting Suite which many members of the Club very kindly attended. It was terrific and very moving to see the Cadets on Parade that morning.

On Monday, 23rd Georgina and Alice from St. Joseph’s College gave us a presentation on their visit to Sierra Leone which was moving in a very different way. The children they went to see, teach and befriend had next to nothing and were very grateful for the equipment and time that the girls and the rest of the team donated on the trip. Each team member had to raise £1,200 to go on this educational trip but of that £600 was spent on equipment to take with them for the children that they were going to meet. A wonderful learning challenge and Georgina and Alice gave a terrific presentation to the Club. 

On Wednesday 25th Roger, Anne and I went to make a presentation to the Student Council at Staffordshire University about Rotaract and our wish to set up a Club there. Anne did a wonderful job in guiding Roger and I through the interview and by the time we left we had been given permission to have a stall at the Fresher’s Fair in September with a hope that student’s will join the fledgling Rotaract Club which our Club will sponsor. Club Associate Anne has been working hard in the background so that not only do we have a core of around 10 students wishing to join but she has created a website for the venture – stunning!

From this meeting I went off to represent the Club at District Council and pick our copies of ROTO and our ketchup bottles which once used and cleaned out should be used to collect coins to be paid to our Treasurer Tony for the End Polio campaign. As it states in ROTO if everyone joins in the 50,000 bottles should end up raising around £300,000 towards this magnificent goal.

Thursday 26th a number of Club members came over to Cheddleton to join Leek Rotary Club and myself for a tour of the new training centre and new factory at F. Ball and Co. Ltd, my stomping ground. I may very well be biased but I believe that everyone was very much impressed by the £9m investment by a local company in its 125th year of business.

On Monday 6th June Pastor Trevor Nicklin from Hanley Baptist Church came to tell us of the sadly very necessary work that is carried on at the Church. The Club took the opportunity to make a donation to the work being done and it is hoped that the money will be used to buy a washing machine to enable the clothes of the people which use the facility to be washed for their comfort.

On Friday 10th June a number of us bade farewell to Freda Ellam, long time partner of Rtn. Harry Deakin who sadly passed away last year. The committal was very well attended and the Boy’s Brigade to which Freda had given so much of her time over the years gave her a guard of honour. Our thoughts are with Freda and Harry.

On Monday 13th Assistant District Governor Lindsay Bashford joined us for our Club Assembly and then President Elect Russell’s team presented their plans for the coming Rotary year, which judging from his feedback ADG Lindsay was very impressed by.

Monday 20th was the last Business and Council meeting for the year and as almost everything had been completed it was a look back at what had been achieved which I must say is a considerable amount.

Tuesday 21st and Dereth and I were joined by a good number of the Club’s members and their partners at the Upper House to help celebrate our Grand Daughter Club, Endon and Stockton Brook celebrate their 30th Charter night.

Sunday 26th and I was back wearing two hats representing our Club and 238 Squadron when the cadets once again carried the banner at the head of the 6 Towns Challenge. I saw them off as they left a wonderfully temperate Tunstall at 10am and was at a very sunny and hot Longton Park at around 1.45 pm to greet and congratulate the cadets as they arrived at the end of the walk. The organisers thought that “the Air Cadets were absolutely brilliant” and I have to agree that they did a wonderful job for Rotary. Not only did they march from one end of the City to the other but when they arrived they almost immediately swopped their sweat stained shirts for dress uniform to take part in the Armed Forces Day parade, where they shone as the marched around the park. I have to say that I am very proud to be asked to become part of 238 Squadron. Some of the cadets had also got themselves sponsored and the funds will also go to Combat Stress along with other funds raised by the walk.

Monday 27th was when I was very proud to handover the Presidential mantle to Russell and I hope that he enjoys his year as much as I have enjoyed mine thanks to all of my fellow members.

I bet you thought that it was all over - 

Just a couple of extras -

Monday 4th July Roger and I went to speak to the Principal of St. Joseph’s College thanks to Georgina (23rd May) who went back full of the joys of Rotary and its activities. We spoke for some time about the potential for an Interact Club (13 to 18 years) and the various other activities that we are doing such as Young Photographer, Young Innovator and Youth Speaks etc that the College might like to join us on. The meeting was very fruitful and we have been invited back to present the case for an Interact Club, sponsored by our Club, to the Sixth Form in September and they are keen to oversee it then a presentation to the lower school afterwards.

Friday 8th July Russell very kindly loaned me the Club Presidential target medal so that I could present the prizes to the Young Photographers, just after Past President Geoff Hillman had presented the prizes to the winners of the Young Innovator. The night was brilliant and the students and their parents and teachers really enjoyed the event. A very large vote of thanks are due to Roger Whittaker, Charles Freeman and Roger Norman for their very hard work in putting all this together and making it such a success. 

I have waxed lyrical over the last year over the things that our Club has achieved and what we’ve done and I never get tired of saying that I believe the atmosphere of our Club is magic.

I would very much like to say one last thank you to all who have helped to make this such an enjoyable and productive year.

I feel that the Club is going from strength to strength and this is due to everyone doing their bit and I’m sure that you will give Russell the support that you’ve given to me.

It is now!
David
Siamese Twins
Siamese twins walk into a bar in Canada and park themselves on a bar stool.

One of them says to the bartender, "Don't mind us; we're joined at the hip. I'm John, he's Jim. Two Molson Canadian beers, draft please."

The bartender, feeling slightly awkward, tries to make polite conversation while pouring the beers. "Been on holiday yet, lads?"

"Off to England next month," says John. "We go to England every year, rent a car and drive for miles.  Don't we, Jim?" Jim agrees.

"Ah, England !" says the bartender. "Wonderful country... The history, the beer, the culture..."

"Nah, we don't like that British stuff," says John. "Hamburgers and Molson's beer, that's us, eh Jim?  And we can't stand the English -- they're so arrogant and rude."

"So why keep going to England?" asks the bartender.

"It's the only chance Jim gets to drive."
ooOoo
The following is information from the press release sent to The Sentinel
Information  regarding the Young Photographer and Young Innovator Competitions.

· First time club has been involved in these competitions for many years

YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER

· 5 Primary Schools
St.Margarets’s Junior School, Wolstanton

St.Paul’s Primary School, Longton

Sneyd Green Primary School, Sneyd Green

The Willows Primary School,  Hartshill

Moor Park Primary School, Burslem

· The 6th Form College, Stoke were the only Senior School to enter

· Over 50 entries received in the 2 categories of:

Black and White Print

Colour print

· Topic for either category was left to the entrants but ranged from:

Still Life

Holiday Photographs

Portrait

· There are individual winners in each category for 11yrs and under and over 12yrs plus a 2nd and 3rd prizes in each category

· There was also a prize for the best school portfolio of 5 photographs

· Winners to be announced at the presentation ceremony to be held at the Quality Hotel, Hanley on Friday 8th July at 6.00pm

· Prizes have been kindly donated by Normans Photographers, Newcastle along with the Rotary Club of Stoke-on-Trent
· YOUNG INNOVATOR
· 6TH Form College entered this competition using it as part of their Design and technology Course
· 6 entrants
· Winner and 2 runner-up awards receive prizes from the Rotary Club of Stoke-on-Trent presented at the awards ceremony on the 8th July at the Quality Hotel, Hanley
· The winning Design which was the students impressions for a New Bus Station in Hanley, is to be entered for the Rotary District Final in Bromsgrove on the 10th July
Additional information:-
The Young Innovator and Young Photographer presentation evening held on Friday 8th July at the Quality Hotel was a resounding success.

Over 100 young people and their families attended and judging by their reactions were amazed at the standard of photography on display as well as the Design and Technology work shown by the 6th Form College Students.

Roger Norman representing E.L.Norman's The Photographers along with Past President David and The Lord Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent presented certificates to all the entrants along with the innovative prizes of Framed and mounted replicas of the winning photographs.

Carl Sunderland from the 6th Form College won the Young Innovator competition and took his project of a New Hanley Bus Station to the District finals in Bromsgrove. Unfortunately he was unplaced in a field of 22 entrants, but gave a good account of himself and his project.

The two projects have proven to be extremely successful and are to be repeated next year along with the Youth Speaks competition.

My thanks to all who have helped with the competitions this year .... please BE PREPARED to help next time. YOUTH OPPORTUNITY is the way forward.

Roger

ooOoo
I will admit, I had to read it twice but then I had a really good chuckle...hope you do to
A wife says to her engineer husband, "Could you please go to the store
for me and buy a carton of milk. And if they have eggs, get six."
 A short time later the husband comes back with six cartons of milk.The wife asks, "Why the heck did you buy six cartons of milk?"
 The husband replies, "They had eggs."
ooOoo

I heard the following over the PA system in Tesco:

 “A wallet has been found containing a large sum of cash but no ID. Will those laying claim to it please form a double line at the customer service desk?”

ooOoo
BIBLE CLASS
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father 
as to when they could discuss his use of the car. His father said he'd 
make a deal with his son: 'You bring your grades up from a C to a B 
average, study your Bible a little, and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk
about the car.'
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the 
offer, and they agreed on it.
After about six weeks his father said, 'Son, you've brought your grades
up and I've observed that you have been studying your Bible, but I'm 
disappointed you haven't had your hair cut.'
The boy said, 'You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've 
noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the 
Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair...and there's even strong 
evidence that Jesus had long hair.'
You're going to love the Dad's reply:
'Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?'
ooOoo
Freda  Ellam   1918--2011

Freda was known to all of us as the companion of Harry Deakin, who died last year age 102. Freda and Harry and their spouses had been friends for many decades and when Harry’s health was failing he moved in to her home so she could more easily care for him.

Freda died on 27th May, aged 92, and as IPP David mentioned in his letter many of us attended her funeral on 10th June. It is always enlightening to listen to the obituary and learn so much more about someone you thought you knew quite well. Although I knew about her lifelong involvement with the Boys’ Brigade she had a passion for helping young people to make the most of their lives. This was evidenced by the magnificent Guard of Honour given by her “old boys & girls”, who obviously held her in such respect.

Freda was also a local preacher and she delivered her last sermon only weeks before she passed away. She was passionate about everything she did and I believe she was a “fire and brimstone” preacher who kept her congregation wide awake!  In her spare time she also wrote poetry and the following poem was written by her recently to raise funds for Hollinsclough Chapel.

A fiercely proud capable lady who maintained very high standards Freda was always willing to help anyone.  With her caring nature she was kept busy and was driving her car regularly right until she went into hospital.

She will be sadly missed and our thoughts go to her daughter Jennifer and all the family.

David S.
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ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

1
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

2
But what we never mention,
Though gardeners know it’s true,
Is when he made the goodies,
He made the baddies too.

3
All things spray and swattable,
Disasters great and small,
All things paraquatable,
The Lord God made them all.

4
The greenfly on the roses,
The maggots in the peas,
Manure that fills our noses,
He also gave us these.

5
The fungus on the goose-gogs,
The club-root on the greens,
The slugs that eat the lettuce,
And chew the aubergines. '

6
The drought that kills the fuchsia,
The frosts that nip the buds,
The rain that drowns the seedlings,
The blight that hits the spuds.

7
The midges and mosquitoes,
The nettles and the weeds,
The pigeons in the green stuff,
The sparrows on the seeds.

8
The fly that gets the carrots,
The wasp that eats the plums,
How black the gardener’s outlook
Though green my be his thumbs.

9
But still we gardeners labour
Midst all our veg. and flowers
And pray what hits our neighbours’
Will somehow by-pass ours.

Acknowledgements to Great Bedwyn, Little

Bedwyn & St Katherine’s “Parish News” and to

Fairfield Parish Magazine, May 2005

Sold in aid of Hollinsclough Chapel
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DATES COMING UP          (Why don’t you make sure that they are in    









your diary?)
2011

Sunday July 24th 
Presidents’ Luncheon at Geoff & Mal’s

Monday Sept 5th
District Council, Penkridge

Sunday Sept 18th 
BBQ Lunch at Len & Jeanette’s
Sept 30th/Oct 23rd 
Ambassadorial Scholars Link Weekend  

October 14th/16th
District Conference, Chester Racecourse
Fri.November 4th
Rotary Bonfire & Fireworks @ Trentham Gardens

Tuesday Nov 22nd
District Council, Penkridge

Sat/Sun Dec 10/11th Xmas Collection @ Tesco Hanley

Wed Dec 14th

Christmas Meal @ Upper House (Black Tie)

Sat/Sun Dec 17/18th Xmas Collection @ Tesco Hanley
2012

October 12th/14th
District Conference, Torquay
CLUB DIARY 
(Please note that the Speaker’s Host has to arrange for a speaker or do it themselves and if you are not going to be available on the date specified it is your responsibility to arrange for a substitute.)



Speaker’s Host



Speaker
2011

July 25th

  Club Business Meeting

August 1st

  Pam Spall


   Northwood Daycare Centre
August 8th

  President Russell Bates
  Fellowship Eve: Chinese Meal
August 15th
  Club Business Meeting 
August 22nd
  President Russell Bates

District Governor’s Visit
August 29th
  No Meeting- Bank Holiday

September 5th
  Norman Dunning

September 12th  Roger Whittaker

September 19th  Sue Bates

September 26th  Club Business Meeting

October 3rd
   John Brook

October 10th
   David Stewart


GSE Team from Canada
October 17th
   Charlie Freeman


Photo Tour of India
October 24th
   SGM & Business Meeting


October 31st
   Mike Frewer
FUTURE BULLETINS


Deadline for Submission    
Issue Dates             




of Articles

2011
      Friday 16th September

Monday 26th September


Friday 28th October


Monday    7th November



Friday   9th December

Monday  19th December.  



Welcome to the first edition of the new Rotary year when we have a new team to lead us forward to our bright exciting future. Many thanks to my contributors and I would like to thank IPP David W for helping to fill the space so well: his tomes will be missed! 


May I wish Russell (& Cynthia in Inner Wheel) a very happy and successful year in office and may all their plans come to fruition?
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